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Who…

 Proprietor and Head Teacher – Jonny Lakin

 Unfulfilled in Mainstream

 Frustrated in LEA Special

 Disillusioned by Outreach



Who…

 Russell Carrington – Assistant Head Teacher

 Assessment and Curriculum Manager

 Head of Learning Outside the Classroom (LOtC)



Why…

 Its all about Entry Level RE obviously….

 If you want a job doing, do it yourself!!



So what did I do?

 I decided I had to open my school…

 The ‘Brain Storm!’ – Two Hours set aside.

 Reality – 4 key points on a ‘thought cloud’



The ‘actual’ Thought Cloud



….and so in 2011, Woodside Lodge 
Outdoor Learning Centre was born.



’Low Sensory Environment’



‘A hands on Curriculum’



‘A hands on Curriculum’



‘Staff that know what they are doing’



‘an effective transition both ‘in’ and 
‘out’

 At students pace

 Working ‘backwards

 Local links



What do we ‘look’ like today??

 29 Students on roll

 Split across five bases – One Ash House (Secondary and Girls), 14 (Secondary 
boys, Stonehurst Lodge (Primary), 21 (New Vale – Behavioural) & Vale Farm 
(Outreach)

 56 Staff including teaching, support, admin, therapy and outreach.

 Couple of horses



What do we ‘look’ like today??

 Lifeskills base

 The Skate Park

 Creation of the ‘Group’ and expansion…..



The Process…

 Assessment of Needs – Academic and Sensory/ASD

 Heavy on Therapy or ‘straight in?’

 Creation of the pathway – work backwards then execute

 Transition



The Curriculum

 Focus on Core Skills Subjects (English, Maths, PSHE)

 Provision of a ‘character’ education for the whole child

 Maths & English Functional Skills over GCSE

 Individualised PSHE curriculum

 Breadth of study and balanced timetables



Learning Outside The Classroom

 Who is responsible for it?

 What is it?

 Why do we do it?

 When do we do it?

 Where do we do it?

 How do we do it?



Lifeskills



Lifeskills



How many individual steps to make 
toast?

1. Get out bread

2. Get out butter

3. Get out plate

4. Get out knife

5. Put bread in toaster

6. Push down handle

7. Wait for toast to pop up

8. Carefully put toast on plate

9. Put knife in butter and scrape onto knife



How many individual steps to make 
toast?

10. Spread Butter evenly on toast
11. Cut toast into halves or quarters
12. Eat Toast



Lifeskills – Why so important?

 Transferable skills, or in particular ‘non’ transferable

 Independence vs Academic



Meet Cade…

• Transitioned from another 
Independent aged 12

• High levels of physical 
aggression

• Police called daily
• Complicated home life
• No academic progress made in 5 

years
• Had never integrated with 

‘peers’ 



The Approach…

 A week of ‘what on earth do we do!’

 Consistency

 OT assessment – SLT assessment

 Use of Equine Therapy 

 Using the outdoors – Bale Football



The Approach…

 Breaking the negative staff associations 

 Trust

 Incidental learning

 Convincing him he is worthy – showing him the progress



What just happened??

 Functional Skills Level One (D grade equivalent) in Maths, English and ICT

 Able to get the bus to Leicester City

 Insists on cooking for his mother 3 days a week

 Has a bath every day

 Went to see his first LCFC game  



But more importantly…

 Has just started Leicester College – Sports Science L2

 There has been one snag…..boys will be boys…



Diet and dietary issues…

 Myths and poor ‘self given education’

 The sensory ‘block’

 Anxiety



The WLOLC students and food…
 Beige foods and energy drinks…

 Where does our food come from?

 What effect does it have on our bodies and minds?

 Food, drink and the emotional attachment

 Control

 Restorative and Progressive Deconstruction (RPD)
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